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Please amend the claims to the following: 
1-15 (canceled) 

16.(original) An ankle brace, comprising: 

a substantially U-shaped heel stirrup, including a bottom portion adapted 
to extend under a wearer's foot and left and right upright portions adapted to extend 
upwardly along the left and right sides of a wearer's foot; 

left and right pivot legs pivotably attached to said left and right upright 
portions at left and right pivot points, respectively; 

left and right arms projecting rearwardly from said left and right pivot legs, 
respectively, wherein said left and right arms are joined together to form a rear cuff; 

a first outwardly-projecting U-shaped post having top and bottom ends 
secured to said left arm and defining a first slot between said first post and said left 
arm; 

a second outwardly-projecting U-shaped post having top and bottom ends 
secured to said right arm and defining a second slot between said second post and said 
right arm, said second post extending generally parallel to said first post; 

a first fastener located on the outer surface of one of said arms forward of 
its respective post; and, 

a closure strap having first and second ends and first and second 
surfaces, said first end having a second fastener which cooperates with said first 
fastener to secure said first end of said strap to said one arm, and said strap further 
including a securing means to secure the second end of said strap to an intermediate 
portion of said strap, wherein said strap is fed through said first slot and through said 
second slot, and said second end of said strap folds back over and is secured onto 
itself at said intermediate portion. 
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17. (original) An ankle brace as recited in claim 16, wherein said first fastener is 
the hook side of a hook-and-loop type fastener, said second fastener is the loop side of 
a hook-and-loop type fastener, and said securing means is the hook side of a hook- 
and-loop type fastener. 

18. (original) An ankle brace as recited in claim 16, wherein said rear cuff is 
flexible. 

19. (original) An ankle brace, comprising: 

a U-shaped heel stirrup, including a base and first and second uprights 
projecting upwardly from the base, wherein the base and uprights are formed as a 
unitary piece; 

first and second pivot legs pivotably attached to said first and second 
uprights, respectively; 

a flexible rear cuff extending rearwardly from and attached to the upper 
portion of each of said pivot legs; 

a first outwardly-projecting U-shaped post secured to said first pivot leg 
and defining a slot between said first post and said first pivot leg; 

a second outwardly-projecting U-shaped post secured to said second 
pivot leg and defining a slot between said second post and said second pivot leg, said 
second post lying generally parallel to said first post; 

a first fastening means located on the outer surface of said first pivot leg 
forward of said first post; and, 

a closure strap having first and second ends and first and second 
surfaces, said first end having a second fastening means which cooperates with said 
first fastening means to secure said first end of said strap to said first pivot leg, and said 
second end of said strap having third fastening means to secure said strap to itself, 
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wherein said strap is fed through said first slot and through said second slot, and said 
second end folds back over onto itself. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Theresa Fritz Camoriano 
Reg. No. 30,038 
Camoriano and Associates 
8225 Shelbyville Road 
Louisville, KY 40222 
(502) 423-9850 
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